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The Landscape of Digital Storytelling
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Thinking About Story
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Meaning and the Camera Frame



The Power of the Center(s)

Digital Storytelling - Basic Thoughts about Visual Composition. Marietta Kesting. 2004.!
http://hippasus.com/resources/viscomp/index.html

http://hippasus.com/resources/viscomp/index.html


The Rule of Thirds



Lines of Direction



Leading the Action



Common Shots

• Big Close-Up


• Close-Up


• Medium Shot


• Long Shot



Scott McCloud's “Big Triangle”





Scott McCloud: Two Key Frameworks for Comics







Composing the Panel







Gilles Deleuze: Four Forms of Montage



Four Basic Forms of Montage (+1)

1. Organic Montage

• Montage follows the interplay between the dramatic moments of the story/

stories.


2. Dialectical Montage

• Montage follows a rhythm set by the logical components of a thesis.


3. Montage by Quantity of Movement

• Montage follows the dynamics of the action inside the frame.


4. Montage by Quantity of Light

• Montage follows the physical and symbolic interplay of light/dark inside 

the frame.


•  Animating the Image Via Montage

• Montage aims to reintroduce the idioms of live film to still (or near-still) 

images.



Organic Montage: The Great Train Robbery

The Great Train Robbery. Dir. Porter, Edwin S. 1903. DVD. Vci/Ffi, 2003.



Organic Montage: Once Upon A Time In The West

Once Upon A Time In The West. Dir. Leone, Sergio. 1968. Paramount Home Video, 2004.



Dialectical Montage: Battleship Potemkin

Battleship Potemkin. Dir. Eisenstein, Sergei. 1925. DVD. Image Entertainment, 1998.



Dialectical Montage: Apocalypse Now Redux

Apocalypse Now Redux. Dir. Coppola, Francis Ford. 1979. DVD. Paramount Home Video, 2001.



Montage by Quantity of Movement: Napoleon

Napoleon. Dir. Gance, Abel. 1927. VHS. Universal Studios, 1991.



Montage by Quantity of Movement: The Straight 
Story

The Straight Story. Dir. Lynch, David. 1999. DVD. Disney Studios, 2003.



Montage by Quantity of Light: The Cabinet of Dr. 
Caligari

The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari. Dir. Wiene, Robert. 1921. DVD. Kino International, 2002.



Montage by Quantity of Light: Pi

Pi. Dir. Aronofsky, Darren. 1998. DVD. Artisan Entertainment, 2001.



Animating the Image Via Montage: Greed (75th 
Anniversary Restoration)

Greed (75th Anniversary Restoration). Dir. Von Stroheim, Erich; restored by Rick Schmidlin. 1924/1999. VHS. Warner Studios, 
2000.



Animating the Image Via Montage: La Jetee

La Jetee. Dir. Marker, Chris. 1962. DVD. In: Short 2- Dreams; Warner Studios, 2000.



Resources

Digital Storytelling 
• Ruben R. Puentedura, “Digital Storytelling: An Alternative Instructional Approach”. 2008 NMC Summer Conference Proceedings. 

(2008) Online at: 
http://www.nmc.org/pdf/2008-Puentedura.pdf


• Ruben R. Puentedura, “The Infinite Canvas Reloaded: Digital Storytelling, Webcomics, and Web 2.0”. 2009 NMC Summer 
Conference Proceedings. (2010) Online at: 
http://wp.nmc.org/proceedings2009/papers/infinite-canvas/


• Ruben R. Puentedura, “Mapping the Digital Storytelling Domain: Notes for a Future Cartography”. 2010 NMC Symposium on 
New Media and Learning. (2010) Online at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XRS-45wKWk


• Bryan Alexander, The New Digital Storytelling: Creating Narratives with New Media. Praeger (2011) Resources online at: 
http://newdigitalstorytelling.net/


Intro Toolkit 
• Dave White (after Scott McCloud), Five-Card Nancy. (2004) Online at: 

http://www.7415comics.com/nancy/index.html

• Alan Levine, Five-Card Flickr. (2011) Online at: 

http://5card.cogdogblog.com/index.php

• Marietta Kesting, Digital Storytelling - Basic Thoughts about Visual Composition. (2004) Online at: 

http://hippasus.com/resources/viscomp/index.html

Sequential Art 
• Scott McCloud, Understanding Comics. New York: HarperCollins. (1993)

• Wally Wood, 22 Panels That Always Work. Online at: 

http://robot6.comicbookresources.com/2012/06/mike-oemings-homage-to-wally-woods-22-panels-that-always-work/

• Anne Lukeman, 22 Frames That Always Work. Online at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-3hK0z2tuY

Moving Image 
• Gilles Deleuze, and Hugh Tomlinson (tr.), Cinema 1: Movement-Image. Univ of Minnesota Press (1986)

http://www.nmc.org/pdf/2008-Puentedura.pdf
http://wp.nmc.org/proceedings2009/papers/infinite-canvas/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XRS-45wKWk
http://newdigitalstorytelling.net
http://www.7415comics.com/nancy/index.html
http://5card.cogdogblog.com/index.php
http://hippasus.com/resources/viscomp/index.html
http://robot6.comicbookresources.com/2012/06/mike-oemings-homage-to-wally-woods-22-panels-that-always-work/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-3hK0z2tuY


Hippasus

Blog: http://hippasus.com/rrpweblog/ 
Email: rubenrp@hippasus.com 

Twitter: @rubenrp
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 3.0 License.
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