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Lev Vygotsky, Mind in Society: The Development of Higher Psychological Processes. Harvard University Press. (1978)

• Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD):

• Region between:


• what a learner can accomplish independently (the Zone of Current Development, ZCD)

• what they can accomplish with assistance from a “more knowledgeable other” (MKO)


• “…what a child can do with assistance today she will be able to do by herself tomorrow.”

• This is an iterative process:


• The ZCD and ZPD change over time;

• Independent practice is required to close the loop.
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Tech allows for significant task redesign

Redefinition 
Tech allows for the creation of new tasks, previously 

inconceivable

https://itunes.apple.com/WebObjects/DZR.woa/wa/viewGenre?a=380206132&id=40000077
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/khan-academy/id469863705?mt=8


Substitution 
Tech acts as a direct tool substitute, with no functional 

change

Augmentation 
Tech acts as a direct tool substitute, with functional 

improvement

Modification 
Tech allows for significant task redesign

Redefinition 
Tech allows for the creation of new tasks, previously 

inconceivable

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ti-nspire-cas/id545351700?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wolframalpha/id334989259?mt=8
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https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/algodoo/id616064935?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/coachs-eye/id472006138?mt=8
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Substitution 
Tech acts as a direct tool substitute, with no functional 
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https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/iphoto/id497786065?mt=8
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Augmentation 
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Tech allows for significant task redesign
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Tech allows for the creation of new tasks, previously 

inconceivable

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/timeline-3d-make-present-timelines/id522442098?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/part/id509573158?mt=8
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Tech acts as a direct tool substitute, with no functional 
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Augmentation 
Tech acts as a direct tool substitute, with functional 

improvement
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Tech allows for significant task redesign

Redefinition 
Tech allows for the creation of new tasks, previously 

inconceivable

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/quick-graph+-your-scientific/id541477533?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/123d-sculpt/id446119510?mt=8
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Tech acts as a direct tool substitute, with no functional 

change
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Tech acts as a direct tool substitute, with functional 

improvement

Modification 
Tech allows for significant task redesign

Redefinition 
Tech allows for the creation of new tasks, previously 

inconceivable

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/interior-design-for-ipad/id541375152?mt=8
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http://www.smithmag.net/afterthedeluge/2007/01/01/prologue-1/
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http://vimeo.com/4934345
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http://joshcomix.wordpress.com/2013/05/30/a-d-new-orleans-after-the-deluge-academic-links/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/americas-economy-for-ipad/id551807697?mt=8
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https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/imovie/id377298193?mt=8
http://www.kiva.org
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